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According to a report by the Quito-based Latin American Human Rights Association (ALDHU)
released Dec. 29, the number of human rights violations in Ecuador has increased since the
government of President Sixto Duran-Ballen came to power Aug. 10. The report indicated that
38% of all violations reported during 1992 occurred between Jan. 1 and Aug. 2, while 62% took
place between the inauguration and Dec. 8. During the later period, human rights violations
documented by ALDHU included 19 deaths, three disappearances of persons detained by police, 36
cases of torture and 12 arbitrary arrests. However, the ALDHU report stated that despite the sharp
increase in the incidence of abuses, "it is not justified that we should conclude that the government
of Duran-Ballen has launched a policy of systematic terror and human rights violations." The
report attributed the increased violations to suspension of scheduled reforms in the police force,
"which has now returned to its previous shady practices." The reforms, initiated by the previous
government, included special training courses, instruction in human rights issues, creation of a
judicial police force linked to the justice ministry and the removal of personnel involved in human
rights violations. (Source: Inter Press Service, 12/29/92)
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